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As to my canvass in my own county, I started in
opposition to a junction between Lord Eglintoun and
Sir Adam Fergusson, who were violent opponents, and
whose coalition is as odious there, as the Great One
is to the nation. A few friends and real independent
gentlemen early declared for me; three other noble
lords, the Earls of Cassillis, Glencairn, and Dumfries,
have lately joined and set up a nephew of the Earl of
Cassillis. A Mr. John Whitefoord, who as yet stands
as I do, will, I understand, make a bargain with this
last alliance. Supposing he does, the two great parties
will be so poised that I shall have it in my power to
cast the balance. If they are so piqued that either will
rather give the seat to me than be beaten by the other,
I may have it. Thus I stand, and I shall be firm.
Should Lord Lonsdale give me a seat he would do well,
but I have no claim upon him for it.

General Paoli's steady kindness is indeed highly to
be valued.

I have said nothing about the Regency, because you
have it all in the newspapers. (Pray, which do you
read ?) Do you know I was at first carried away with
the notion of the right having devolved to the Prince,
and had almost written one of my very warm popular
pamphlets for it; * but Lord Lonsdale having been
taken ill with a feverish disorder, from which he is not
yet quite free, so that I have not yet seen him for five
weeks, so as to know his sentiments, I prudently re-
frained, and have become satisfied that I was wrong;
for there is a King, though his faculties be suspended.
Pitt has behaved very ill in his neglect of me. I now
think Dundas a sad fellow in his private capacity ; he
has used honest David cruelly. I breakfasted today

* Referring probably to the two political " Letters to the People
of Scotland " which had appeared five or six years before.